
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 7
2 Kings 6:24-7:20 - Aram’s Siege of Samaria - Over the recent chapters we have seen tensions between Israel and Aram (Syria).  Aram 
is ruled by Ben-Haddad.  The small skirmishes we have read about thus far are nothing compared to the confrontation we will read 
about in this next section.  Aram attacks and things will turn devastatingly bleak for Israel.

2 Kings 6:24-25 - The Siege Begins

A siege is more than just one army attacking another, a siege in this context included the Aramean (Syrian) army 
surrounding the city of Samaria and holding her people captive in the city.

Siege: a military operation in which enemy forces surround a town or building, cutting off essential supplies, with the aim 
of compelling the surrender of those inside. (Source: Google Dictionary)

How bad was it in Samarai?  The ESV Study Bible helps us understand the images here:

“donkey’s head … dove’s dung. Donkeys were commonly found among the domestic animals in Syria-Palestine, and 
various OT laws identify them as significant possessions (e.g., Ex. 13:13; 20:17; 22:4). So severe was the siege that 
the inhabitants of Samaria were reduced not only to slaughtering and eating valuable animals, but also to 
consuming body parts that would not normally be consumed, and purchasing them for exorbitant prices (the cost of a 
live horse in 1 Kings 10:29 is only 150 shekels of silver, and here a donkey’s head costs eighty). During this crisis 
even half a liter (the fourth part of a kab) of dove’s dung cost what the average worker could make in six months 
(five shekels of silver).” (ESV Study Bible Note, 2 Kings 6:25)

Sounds pretty bleak doesn’t it?  As we read on, we will see it gets even worse.

2 Kings 6:26-31 - Tragic Times In Israel

There are few moments more heartbreaking in Scripture than this one right here.  The situation is so bad, and the people are 
so forgone that they have resorted to cannibalism to survive.  A woman’s grief is so bad she cries to the king for help.  
Apparently she had an agreement with her neighbor that they would consume each other’s children.  After her child is eaten, 
the neighboring woman hides her son to preserve him.  How sick.

In her desperation, she cries out to the king for his intervention in the situation.  The king is initially dismissive but then 
broken up when he hears this news.  He tears his clothes, an ancient symbol of grief and mourning.  Rather than the king 
being a symbol of strength and unifying figure for the nation, he is helpless himself.

And from a spiritual perspective, there is no indication anyone is calling upon the LORD.  The king mockingly declares “if the 
LORD doesn’t help you, what can I do”? (v. 27).  And now, rather than seeking Elisha for help from the LORD, he concludes 
that removing Elisha from the land will end the siege.  Things are tragically bad on every level.
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2 Kings 6:32-33 - The King Sends For Elisha

Elisha is not surprised by the king’s messenger coming.  He is gathered with the elders of the nation and predicts the visit.  
The messenger declares the heart of the king:

2 Kings 6:33b (ESV) - "This trouble is from the LORD! Why should I wait for the LORD any longer?”

It’s not like the king was really “waiting on the LORD” but we have this curious statement from his messenger.  It’s as if the 
king subconsciously knows the LORD is the true God - why else would he be coming to Elisha?  Yet he refuses to seek Him – 
and even blames God for the trouble!

2 Kings 7:1-2 - Elisha’s Word. Officer’s mocking

Elisha prophesies that the trouble will be over soon and things will return to “business as usual” as they were before the 
siege.  The economic references here indicate that.  Compare the goods and prices of 7:1 with 6:25 (one shekel for fine flour 
and barley v. eighty shekels of silver for a donkey’s head and some dove’s dung.. 

However, the king’s official mocks the possibility of this happening (v. 2), and thus the power of the LORD.  As a result, 
Elisha declares that all of this restoration will happen, but not towards him.  Withholding blessing is a way the LORD brings 
his judgment upon the wicked.

2 Kings 7:3-11 - The Amazing Discovery of The 4 Lepers

The 4 lepers would have been removed from the community and the city itself for hygienic reasons.  Leprosy was highly 
contagious.  They find themselves in an interesting situation.  If they return to the city, they will die because of the siege 
provoked famine.  If they leave their spot outside the gate, they will be entering Aramean military territory.

Yet in a brilliant realization of the moment they were in, they recognize they are likely going to die regardless of what 
course they take - with the exception of a slim but existing chance they will be spared by the Aramean army.  And so rather 
sitting in pessimism, they get up and choose to live out their potential final days rather than remain sedentary and die.

v. 5-8 - when the 4 lepers enter to Aramean camp, they find the place deserted.  There are no soldiers, but all of their 
goods, supplies, and resources remain! The lepers find a great bounty and begin to enjoy the spoils! We learn from the 
text that this was God’s doing:

2 Kings 7:6 - (NLT) - For the Lord had caused the Aramean army to hear the clatter of speeding chariots and the 
galloping of horses and the sounds of a great army approaching. "The king of Israel has hired the Hittites and 
Egyptians to attack us!" they cried to one another.

v. 9-11 - These 4 unnamed lepers show tremendous humility in a moment when it would have been very tempting to be selfish.  
They begin to enjoy the spoil and then recognize this great miracle was not for them, but all of the people of Samaria.  And 
they realize this amazing sight and miraculous deliverance is good news that needs to be shared with the people of the city, 
long in despair because of the siege.
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2 Kings 7:12 - Israel’s King Is Not Convinced

The King doesn’t believe that the leper’s discovery is legit.  Rather than humbly realizing that what Elisha said would 
happen, he figures the news of his enemy’s retreat is anything but God’s word being fulfilled.

There are some people that are like this.  They are so bent on unbelief that a miracle could be done in front of their eyes 
and they still wouldn’t believe the word of the LORD.  This is a clear sign of hardness of heart.  (Think Pharaoh and Moses or 
Saul and David or The religious leaders and Jesus Christ).  Their hardness and pride leaves them skeptical and resistant even 
when the work of God before them is obvious. 

This is not a model to follow.  Those we may know who remind us of the king of Israel need our prayers.

2 Kings 7:13-16 - A Search Party To Confirm If It’s Too Good To Be True

Upon the suggestion of one of his servants, the king agrees to send some scouts out to see if the lepers’ story is true.  It’s 
not much of a risk because the servant realizes if it is not true, they essentially were all going to die anyway.

As the scouts reach the camp, not only is the lepers’ story confirmed, they also find that as far as the Jordan River the 
army left quite the bounty behind.

v. 16 - The final result of all of this is that the word of the LORD by Elisha came to past.  To the shekel.

2 Kings 7:17-20 - God’s word is true.

The skeptical royal official from verse 2 is killed by the city’s residence trampling him.  The officer “saw” the miracle but 
did not “eat of it” (cp. v. 2, v. 16, v. 18-19). Wow.

How interesting that God distinguished between those who mocked or rejected his word and those who did not.  Let’s not be 
confused here - the kingdom of Israel is still soaked in idolatry.  This deliverance is not due to the nation humbling itself 
and returning to worship Yahweh.  This deliverance is a result of grace and grace and grace.  And yet in this day of grace, 
there are those who are “sleeping” who through the act of grace are awakened to the love and goodness of God and then 
there are those who push back against it.  The royal official is the later.

To conclude I’d like to highlight the 4 lepers who we meet in this story.  They are remarkable men for at least two teachable reasons.

1 - “why do we sit here until we die?”

What a great word for us.  There are moments in our lives that involve circumstances we cannot control.  Sometimes our 
outlook looks bleak or cloudy.  We wish we could change the way things are, but we cannot - mostly because we can’t 
change other people, nor do we control the universe.  And so there we sit - with a choice in our hearts and minds about what 
we are going to do, how we are going to proceed.  Are we going to give in and become an active participant in the evil, 
chaos or sin? Or are we going to sit where we are in despair about our situation, hopeless, depressed and resigned?
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These men show us another option - why are we going to just sit here and die?  Sure, our circumstances are bad, but the 
circumstances of our thoughts and heart need not be.  We can still praise God, we can still serve God, we can still pray, we 
can still worship Him.  We cannot let the world around us suck the life of God out of us.  The truth of God’s word, the 
promise of His coming kingdom and the reality of His presence with us right now, in the midst of our crummy-ness is bigger 
than the circumstances we are troubled by.

2 - “we are not doing right.  This day is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent.”

The second awesome example is through their confession and realization of the moment they were in.  These men receive the 
blessing of God’s victory and begin to enjoy the spoils of God’s work.  They are feasting off the bounty and collecting the 
riches...and then it hits them.  “Wait a minute! This is a day of good news!  We are enjoying these goods, but there remain a 
host still under siege in the city!”

The lepers realize that the captive residents of Samaria don’t even know that the enemy that once had power over them has 
been defeated.  Yet they remain in captivity because no one has told them the good news!  How selfish for the lepers to 
collect the benefits of God’s victory while others are starving and dying - especially when there is now plenty of food to go 
around!

Notice the full comprehension of the lepers:

2 Kings 7:9 - Then they said to one another, "We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news, but we are 
keeping silent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come, let us go and tell 
the king's household." 

They actually conclude that if they keep the good news to themselves, punishment awaits them (!) because this good news was 
for all those who were in need of deliverance.  God wanted them to enjoy the blessing, which they did first hand and before 
anyone else - but it was only right for those who had heard, seen and experienced the good news of God’s power and 
salvation to share it with all those who still remained captive and are starving and will die.

Indeed church...it is only right for those who have heard and seen and experienced the good news of God’s power and salvation 
to share it with all those who still remain captive and are starving and will die.
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